Interim reports on the Novartis associates’ projects Tsunami in Japan
Earthquake and tsunami in Japan: Evaluation of potential partners and projects by Novartis Japan
At the end of the associates’ donation campaign for the victims of the tsunami in Japan a total of 550,000 francs is available from Switzerland for reconstruction aid in Japan. In the coming months, Novartis Japan will evaluate various projects in Japan and then submit a proposal to the steering committee for the use of the donated money. Hiroyuki Mitani, the president and CEO of Novartis Japan, is taking on this task personally. 
Precisely in the event of such devastating natural disasters and their consequences, it is essential to undertake a careful evaluation of different projects and the local infrastructure that is in place in order to identify suitable projects with a sustainable impact. It will take some time yet before this is completed. The primary objective must be to use the donated money sensibly for the sustainable benefit of those affected. Novartis Japan has already contacted possible project partners and evaluated potential projects. Since the major relief organizations in Japan are at present having great difficulty even using the existing donations in a way that meets their objective, Novartis Japan is more inclined toward a collaboration with a smaller local organization. A potential project partner has already been identified here. But since this organization was only recently founded, it still needs some time before it is in a position even to accept the donation and put it to effective use. 

We shall keep Novartis associates informed of the further course of the projects.
